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CALL FOR APPLICATIONS 

Bachelor’s in Global Public Health 

Offered jointly by NOVA National School of Public Health, NOVA Medical School, NOVA Institute of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, and Aga Khan University 

Academic Year 2026/2027 

Coordinators: Prof. Sónia Dias, Prof. Inês Fronteira and Prof. Gonçalo Augusto 

 

Preamble 

Decree-Law no. 36/2014, of 10 March, which approved and regulated the International Student Statute, 
as amended and republished by Decree-Law no. 20/2025, of 18 March, established the legal framework 
allowing foreign students to apply for admission to Portuguese higher education. 

In accordance with these provisions and pursuant to the Regulation of the International Student Statute 
of Universidade NOVA de Lisboa, published in the Diário da República, 2nd series, no. 162, of 20 August 
2020, the present regulation is enacted, under the statutory and regulatory autonomy of Universidade 
NOVA de Lisboa, as exercised by the NOVA National School of Public Health (NOVA NSPH), to define the 
rules governing the Special Admission Contest for International Students applying to the undergraduate 
study cycle offered jointly by NOVA National School of Public Health (ENSP NOVA), NOVA Medical 
School (NMS), NOVA Institute of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (IHMT), and Aga Khan University (AKU). 

The NOVA National School of Public Health (NOVA NSPH) hereby announces the opening of applications 
for this programme, to be held in the academic year 2026/2027. 

1. Number of vacancies 

The maximum admission quota under this specific admission process is set for 10 students. 

2. Selection Committee 

The assessment, evaluation, selection, and ranking of applications shall be conducted by a Selection 
Board, duly appointed in advance by the Scientific Council of NOVA NSPH for this purpose, and 
composed of the following members: 

• Prof. Rui Santana (President) 
• Prof. Inês Fronteira 
• Prof. Gonçalo Augusto 

3. Who may apply 

Applicants are eligible exclusively under the terms of the International Student Statute, as approved by 
Decree-Law no. 36/2014, of 10 March, and amended and republished by Decree-Law no. 20/2025, of 18 
March, as well as in accordance with the Regulation of the International Student Statute of Universidade 
NOVA de Lisboa, published in the Diário da República, 2nd series, no. 162, of 20 August 2020, 

Eligibility under this Statute is restricted to candidates who: 

a) Meet the requirements established in Article 3 of the International Student Statute (definition of 
international student); 
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b) Are not covered by the exclusions set out in the same Statute; 
c) Comply with the provisions of the Regulation of the International Student Statute of Universidade 

NOVA de Lisboa. 

In addition, applicants must meet the following academic and programme-specific requirements: 

a) Hold a valid secondary school diploma, or equivalent qualification, issued in the country of origin 
and recognised as comparable to Portuguese secondary education;  

b) Ensure that such diplomas are formally recognised or certified by the competent national 
authority and, where applicable, accompanied by an official translation into Portuguese or 
English. 

c) Demonstrate English language proficiency, as follows: 
a. Minimum level: B2 (CEFR). 
b. Accepted certificates: IELTS (≥6.0), TOEFL iBT (≥80), Cambridge FCE (≥170) or CAE (any 

grade), or an official secondary school certificate attesting proficiency in English. 
c. Exemptions: applicants who are native English speakers or who have completed 

secondary education in English. 

4. Teaching Language 

English 

5. Academic Calendar  

The programme has a duration of six semesters, corresponding to three academic years. It comprises 
approximately 1620 contact hours in total, distributed across the programs’ courses, with on average 18 
hours contact per week. In addition, students are expected to engage in autonomous study, which 
complements the contact hours and is essential to achieving the defined learning outcomes. 

In the final semester, students will undertake a curricular internship (work placement), integrated 
within the programme structure and carried out in national or international institutions relevant to the 
field of public health. The internship is designed to provide practical, supervised experience, applying 
the knowledge and skills acquired throughout the course to real-world contexts. Successful completion 
of the internship is mandatory and corresponds to15 ECTS credits, contributing to the overall degree 
requirements. 

The academic calendar is defined annually by the Dean of NOVA NSPH, following consultation with the 
Scientific and Pedagogical Councils. In the first year, the core programme takes place from Monday to 
Friday.  

6. Application process 

Applications must be submitted directly to NOVA NSPH, within the deadline and in accordance with the 
following indications: 

6.1. Deadlines  

1st Phase  

• Application period: January 5 to March 6, 2026 

• Publication of the provisional list of admitted applicants: March 16, 2026 

• Period for hearing of interested parties: March 17 to March 30, 2026 
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• Publication of the final list of admitted applicants: March 31, 2026 

• Registration and enrolment period: March 31 to April 3, 2026 

2nd Phase  

• Application period: March 9 to June 26, 2026 
• Publication of the provisional list of admitted applicants: July 3, 2026 
• Period for hearing of interested parties: July 6 to July 17, 2026 
• Publication of the final list of admitted applicants: July 20, 2026 
• Registration and enrolment period: July 20 to July 23, 2026 

3rd Phase  

• Application period: June 29 to August 20, 2026 
• Publication of the provisional list of admitted applicants: August 25, 2026 
• Period for hearing of interested parties: August 26 to September 8, 2026 
• Publication of the final list of admitted applicants: September 9, 2026 
• Registration and enrolment period: September 9 to September 11, 2026 

The 2nd and 3rd phases will only be opened if vacancies are available. 

Students admitted through the Pre-University Semester at NOVA (Supernova) may also be placed at the 
program. For more information visit https://supernova.unl.pt/foundation-programme/ 

6.2. Submitting applications: Direct applications must be submitted exclusively via the Internet, using 
the application form available at the following address:  candidaturas.ensp.unl.pt . 

6.3 Documents to accompany the application (mandatory) 

a) Copy of the Identification Card or Passport explicitly stating the applicant’s nationality. 
b) Declaration of Honor, signed by the applicant, attesting that they do not hold Portuguese 

nationality and are not covered by any of the exceptions that, under Decree-Law no. 36/2014, of 
10 March, as amended and republished by Decree-Law no. 62/2018, of 6 August, and 
subsequent amendments, exclude them from the status of International Student. 

c) Certificate of achievement, with final average and discriminated classifications, and certificate 
of any other exams carried out to access higher education in the country of origin, endorsed by 
the portuguese consular service or presented with the apposition of the Hague Apostille 
competent authority of the State from where the document originates. If the final average is not 
included, it will be calculated as a simple arithmetic average. The grading scale used should be 
explicit in the documents. 

d) Proof of English language proficiency, in accordance with the requirements established in this 
Call. 

e) Certificate (proof) of residence issued by the competent authority of the country where the 
applicant is domiciled. 

f) Any other supporting documents deemed necessary for the assessment of the application, as 
determined in this Call for Applications. 

g) National exams or legal equivalent 

25% Biology and Geology (02) and 25% Portuguese (18) 
25% Biology and Geology (02) and 25% Mathematics Applied to Social Sciences (18) or Mathematics A 

https://supernova.unl.pt/foundation-programme/
http://candidaturas.ensp.unl.pt/
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(19) 
25% Biology and Geology (02) and 25% Geography (09) 
25% Biology and Geology (02) and 25% Physics and Chemistry A (07) 
25% Portuguese (18) and Mathematics Applied to Social Sciences (18) or 25% Mathematics A (19) 
25% Portuguese (18) and 25% Economics (04) 

6.4 Form of submission, translation, and legalization 
6.4.1 Documents referred to in 6.3(b) to 6.3(e) must be presented in Portuguese or English whenever 
not originally issued in Portuguese, English, French, or Spanish. 
6.4.2 Such documents must be duly authenticated by the Portuguese consular service or legalized with 
the Hague Apostille issued by the competent authority of the State of origin. 
6.4.3 Upon admission, applicants must present the originals of the documents listed in 6.3, or certified 
copies issued by the competent authority of the State of origin, by the end of the registration period. 

6.5 Application fee 

The application for program entails a non-refundable fee of €51.00. Payment must be made using the 
references provided after the online submission of the application. Only applications for which payment 
has been completed within the established application period will be considered valid. All notifications 
related to this procedure will be sent to applicants to the email address indicated at the time of 
application. 

6.6. Evaluation criteria and publication of results 

The following criteria and weightings shall apply in the selection process: 

1. The final classification corresponds to the grade set out in the documentation referred to in 
Article 6.3 (c), expressed or converted to a 0–200 scale (50%) and the grade in entrance 
examinations as defined in 6.3 (g). 

2. The ranking of applicants shall be established in descending order of the final classification. In 
the event of a tie between applicants, an interview shall take place and be assessed according 
to the following criteria: 

o Communication skills (50%) – clarity and coherence of speech, ability to articulate 
ideas, and reasoning in response to questions related to academic activity, personal 
experiences, and general issues in the field of health. 

o Future perspectives (30%) – consistency and coherence with the motivations and 
aspirations expressed in the motivation letter. 

o General knowledge (20%) – demonstration of awareness, knowledge, and critical-
reflective reasoning on diverse topics, with the ability to connect them to the field of 
health and to broader societal challenges. 

The evaluation of the interview shall take into account the applicant’s academic background and age 
group. Following the tie-breaking interviews, applicants previously tied shall be ranked among 
themselves in accordance with the interview classification. 

3. The final outcome of each application shall be expressed as one of the following: 
a) Excluded – where the applicant does not meet, or fails to provide evidence of meeting, the 
access conditions set forth in this Regulation; 
b) Placed – where the applicant achieves a final classification that allows them to occupy one 
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of the admission quotas available for the program; 
c) Not placed – where the applicant achieves a final classification but does not attain the level 
required to fill one of the admission quotas available for the program. 

4. The ranking list of results, indicating the applicants placed, shall be published on the official 
website of NOVA NSPH. 

5. Appeals regarding the results must be submitted electronically via the Academic Services 
platform of NOVA NSPH, by completing the appropriate form and attaching all supporting 
documentation, within the deadlines established for this purpose. 

6. Decisions on appeals shall be issued by the Dean of NOVA NSPH within the stipulated timeframe 
and communicated to the appellant by the Academic Services via email. 

6.7. Exclusion of applications  

The decision to exclude an application rest with the selection committee, which proceeds with a prior 
hearing of candidates in accordance with the deadlines established herein.  

Applications that do not meet the eligibility conditions or who do not comply with the instructions and 
procedures defined herein shall be rejected.  

Any applicant who at any time provides false information shall be rejected. 

7. Notification of results  

The decision(s) of the selection committee will be communicated to each applicant individually by 
means of the email address indicated in the application.  

For privacy reasons, only the names of successful and alternate applicants will be published on the 
NOVA NSPH website.  Names of alternate applicants will be ordered according to their position in the 
ranking.  

8. Hearing of interested parties  

A hearing shall be made available to interested parties within the deadlines defined herein, whereby 
applicants may (should they wish to do so) seek clarification regarding the evaluation, selection, and/or 
ranking of the applicants.  

Any objections to the decision(s) of the selection committee must be duly substantiated and be 
submitted in writing to the president of the selection committee.  

Decisions regarding objections submitted by applicants shall be made at the discretion of the selection 
committee and shall be notified to the applicant in writing to the e-mail address indicated in the 
application on or before the last day before the end of the communication period stipulated in section 
6.1, above. 

9. Complaint  

Any complaint must be substantiated and sent in writing to the Dean of the NOVA NSPH within the period 
defined in paragraph 3 of article 191 of the Code of Administrative Procedure (i.e., within 15 days).  

Decisions on complaints shall be made at the discretion of the Dean of the NOVA NSPH and will be 
communicated to the party making the complaint in writing to the email address indicated in the 
application.  



 
 

ensp.unl.pt                                                                                      Av. Padre Cruz, 1600-560 Lisboa 
 

6 

In the event of a favorable decision, an additional vacancy shall be created if necessary, and the 
applicant shall be granted an extension deadline for the necessary registration and enrollment. 

10. Fees  

10.1. Amount 

The tuition fee of the program for citizens with the status of International Student is 7,000,00 euros per 
year. 

To the tuition fee amount is added the annual enrollment fee, school insurance, and other fees as 
stipulated in the Fees Table approved by the UNL and published in the Diário da República in the current 
academic year. 

10.2 Terms and Payment Methods 

Tuition fees may be paid according to one of the following modalities: 

a) Annual payment – full amount settled upon registration. 

b) Three instalments –ser 

• €4,000 upon registration, 

• €2,000 in February, 

•     €1,000 in June. 

c) Monthly instalments – €700 per month, with the final instalment adjusted to ensure the total amount 
of €7,000 is settled. 

11. Enrollment 

Enrollment must be carried out in accordance with the instructions defined by the Academic Services of 
NOVA NSPH, within the period stipulated in point 6.1 above.  

Enrollment is valid only for the academic year referred to herein.  

For cases in which the enrollment/registration of the applicant/student takes place after the beginning 
of the academic year for reasons not attributable to NOVA NSPH, the School reserves the right not to 
make up classes or any part of the program.  

Annually and until the conclusion of the program, students must enroll in the Academic Services of 
NOVA NSPH, making the duly applicable payments within the deadlines published for this purpose by 
this institution.  

Lisbon,19 December 2025  

 

Vice Dean of the National School of Public Health (NOVA NSPH) 

 

 

Prof. Rui Santana 
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